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CAndIdATES Should rEAd ThIS 
EnTIrE InformatIon Booklet 
CArEFully, And WATCh ThE 
uMAT WEBSITE For rEgulAr 
InForMATIon updATES.

Sequence of Events in the 
Application Process
Early December 2013 – 6 June 2014 
Submit online registration to uMAT office at ACEr.

30 July 2014 
Take uMAT

By Published Deadline 
Submit application for university admission to relevant 
tertiary admissions centre (and/or directly to the university, 
as appropriate).

Late September 2014 
receive online uMAT Statement of results from ACEr. 

The uMAT office cannot provide information about 
university interview dates. Information relating to interview 
dates should be obtained by contacting the universities 
directly. 

UMAT Office at ACER
Email: umat@acer.edu.au

please include this in your address book, otherwise you may not 
receive important emails from the uMAT office such as your 
confirmation of registration, Admission Ticket or your results. All 
communications from the uMAT office will be via email.

Web: http://umat.acer.edu.au

phone: (03) 8508 7643

International: (+61 3) 8508 7643

Fax: (03) 9277 5757

International: (+61 3) 9277 5757

post: uMAT office
 private Bag 55
 Camberwell  VIC  3124
 AuSTrAlIA

please read the lEgAl noTICE at the end of this booklet as 
this booklet details any legal agreement reached between you 
and the Australian Council for Educational research ltd (ABn 19 
004 398 145).

The lEgAl noTICE also contains some terms and conditions 
that you should make yourself familiar with such as:

1 lIMITATIonS on ACEr’S lIABIlITy (to the extent allowable 
by law) in respect of your participation in uMAT 2014; and

2 no WArrAnTy or rEprESEnTATIon that:

a. Completion of the uMAT registration form and/or payment 
of the registration fee guarantees you  a place in uMAT 2014 
(which remains in the sole discretion of ACEr);

b. your participation in uMAT 2014 ensures you  a placement 
with an educational institution; or

c. you will be provided with your uMAT 2014 results except 
with your strict adherence to the terms and conditions 
contained in this booklet.

aCer has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the 
information provided in this Booklet. However, aCer and the Umat 
Consortium reserve the right to alter or amend test details and/or 
selection procedures and/or course availability outlined in the Booklet 
if this becomes necessary.
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InTroduCTIon

1.1 Background
The selection of students for health professional degree courses 
from a large pool of well-qualified applicants is a complex process 
because, invariably, there are far more academically qualified 
applicants than there are places available in such courses. 

In the past, selection into health professional degree programs 
was based almost entirely on academic criteria, with applicants 
required to have a very high school leaving score based on 
studies in science and mathematics. Because of the strong 
demand for places in most health professional courses, the 
academic threshold increased year by year, leading to the 
situation where a prospective medical student, for example, had 
to achieve a score within the top 1% of year 12 students to 
obtain a place. 

For a number of reasons a selection policy based purely on 
academic marks is no longer appropriate. Firstly, there is 
no simple correlation between the level of prior academic 
achievement and success in health professional courses or later 
practice. Secondly, selection based solely on academic criteria 
might unreasonably discriminate against particular groups. Finally, 
and perhaps most importantly, the community has strongly 
indicated a desire for graduating health practitioners who have 
a demonstrated ability to communicate with and relate to their 
patients, in addition to having the necessary highly developed 
skills within their field. 

For these reasons most Australian universities have adopted 
a multi-dimensional selection strategy in which both academic 
and non-academic qualities are taken into consideration when 
selecting students for tertiary training in the health professions. 
uMAT forms part of this process at some universities and 
aims to assess qualities not always reflected in an applicant’s 
academic record. 

1.2 Role of ACER 
uMAT is developed by the Australian Council for Educational 
research (an independent national research and development 
organisation) on behalf of a group of universities (the uMAT 
Consortium) formed for the purpose of collaborating on 
selection testing of applicants for Bachelor degrees in medicine 
and health sciences. ACEr is responsible for the administration of 
uMAT on behalf of the uMAT Consortium. 

1.3 Equity and Fairness 
uMAT is developed to rigorous professional and technical 
standards. Test questions are designed and developed by teams 
of ACEr test writers expert in their fields. All test questions must 
pass detailed panelling, trial testing, analysis and final review. The 

content, style and duration of the test are determined to ensure 
the testing program is relevant, fair, valid and reliable. 

uMAT test data are subjected to statistical analysis to check that 
each test question has performed as required. Test questions in 
development are carefully scrutinised in an ongoing attempt to 
minimise gender, ethnic or religious bias, and to ensure the test is 
culturally fair. 

The test may contain a small number of trial questions that will 
not contribute to candidate scores. 

1.4 Use of Personal Information 
ACEr will not disclose personal information collected for the 
purposes of uMAT to any third party other than the participating 
universities. uMAT candidates sign a statement acknowledging 
that their test results may be used by relevant authorities for 
research into the uMAT program. Candidates are assured that 
any use of their registration and test records will be treated with 
the utmost confidentiality. Candidate names will be separated 
from data in any research undertaken. 

ACEr’s policy on the collection, access to and use of personal 
information can be found at www.acer.edu.au. 

The uMAT office protects candidate privacy through its policy 
of only discussing registration, results and other test related issues 
with candidates themselves and not with third parties unless 
specifically authorised by a candidate. 

1.5  Communicating with the 
UMAT Office

If you have any queries about the registration process, or any 
other aspect of the uMAT program, you may contact the uMAT 
office by email. Always include your full name and uMAT Id 
number. The office will not answer questions relating to the 
content of the test.

please note that sometimes personal emails do not make it 
through our spam filters, so if we have not responded within a 
week, please resend the message. 

Save the UMAT email umat@acer.edu.au in your list of 
contacts. This will prevent UMAT emails being regarded 
as spam and deleted/blocked from your account.

Check your email and the UMAT website regularly.

All communications from the UMAT Office will be via 
email.

If any of your personal details, such as your email address, change 
during the year, log in to your online account to make changes.
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WhAT IS uMAT?

2.1  The Undergraduate Medicine and 
Health Sciences  
Admission Test (UMAT)

The undergraduate Medicine and health Sciences Admission 
Test (uMAT) is developed each year by ACEr on behalf of the 
uMAT Consortium. The test is developed and used specifically 
to assist with the selection of students into medicine and 
health science degree programs at undergraduate level at the 
universities listed on this page. 

UMAT is not applicable for admission to graduate-entry 
programs. Prospective applicants to these programs must 
take the Graduate Australian Medical School Admissions 
Test (GAMSAT).

For information, see the GAMSAT website: 
www.gamsat.acer.edu.au

uMAT is designed to assess general attributes and abilities gained 
through prior experience and learning; specifically, the acquisition 
of skills in critical thinking and problem solving, understanding 
people and abstract non-verbal reasoning. These abilities 
are considered important to the study and later practice of 
professions in the health sciences.

uMAT is an aptitude test. It is not curriculum-based and 
presupposes no particular subjects of study at secondary level. 
It does not require any knowledge or skills in mathematics or 
sciences, or in any other area of the curriculum. It is designed to 
complement your academic results, not to replicate them. It is 
not a personality or IQ test.

2.2 Who can sit UMAT?
uMAT is available to any candidate whose educational level at 
the time of sitting the test is final year of secondary schooling 
or higher. Candidates registering for uMAT2014 should have 
already completed or plan to complete their final year of 
secondary schooling (year 12 in Australia; year 13 in new 
Zealand) in 2014.

Students whose current educational level is year 11 or lower 
are noT eligible to take uMAT. This includes year 11 students 
undertaking one or more year 12 subjects. year 12 students 
completing year 12 over 2 years are only eligible to sit uMAT in 
their final year.

If you are a medical student or a qualified health professional (e.g. 
a medical practitioner, dentist or physiotherapist) and you are 
required to sit uMAT, you need to seek permission before you 
can register for the test.  Failure to obtain approval in writing from 
the uMAT office will result in your registration being cancelled.

please note that at select institutions international students 
may be exempt from taking uMAT or may be required to sit 
a different test. For details please refer to the websites of the 
universities to which you intend to apply.

2.3 Participating universities
you will need a uMAT score to apply for 2015 undergraduate 
admission to any of the following courses:

New South Wales
The University of New South Wales 
Medicine, optometry

The University of Newcastle/ 
University of New England 
Joint Medical program

University of Western Sydney 
Medicine

Northern Territory
Charles Darwin University 
Clinical Sciences

Queensland
Bond University 
Medicine

The University of Queensland 
Medicine (provisional entry), dental Science

South Australia
The University of Adelaide 
Medicine, dental Surgery

Flinders University 
Clinical Sciences/Medicine, Vision Science

Tasmania
University of Tasmania 
Medicine

Victoria
La Trobe University 
health Sciences (dentistry), oral health Science

Monash University 
Medicine

Western Australia
The University of Western Australia 
Medicine (assured entry), dental Medicine (assured entry)

New Zealand
The University of Auckland 
Medicine

University of Otago 
Medicine, Medical laboratory Science, dental Surgery
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2.4 Structure and Content 
uMAT is designed to measure ability in the following areas: 

 ▶ logical reasoning and problem Solving 

 ▶ understanding people 

 ▶ non-verbal reasoning

uMAT questions do not test academic knowledge and do not 
require special understanding of any academic discipline. 

All questions are in multiple choice format with 4 or 5 response 
alternatives, from which you are asked to choose the most 
appropriate. Each question has only one correct response. 

Some questions are in written form and may present information 
in visual or tabular format while other questions are based 
entirely on visual material. 

Logical Reasoning and Problem Solving
Materials are drawn from a wide variety of general sources and 
are based on a brief text or piece of information presented 
graphically. 

Questions assess your ability to comprehend, draw logical 
conclusions, reach solutions by identifying relevant facts, evaluate 
information, pinpoint additional or missing information, and 
generate and test plausible hypotheses. 

Understanding People
This construct assesses the ability to understand and think about 
people. Questions are based on a scenario, dialogue or other 
text representing specific interpersonal situations. Most passages 
will have several questions. 

Questions assess your ability to identify, understand, and, where 
necessary, infer the thoughts, feelings, behaviour and/or intentions 
of the people represented in the situations. 

Non-verbal Reasoning
Questions may be of several kinds. All are based on patterns or 
sequences of shapes and are designed to assess your ability to 
reason in the abstract and solve problems in non-verbal contexts. 

Example questions can be found on pages 11–12.

2.5 Timing of the test
uMAT consists of 3 hours of test time.

All questions are presented in one test book and there are no 
rest breaks.

How long will I be at the test centre?
You should allow between 3½ and 4½ hours from the time 
of reporting to the test centre for all testing procedures to be 
completed. 

This time may be shorter in test centres with smaller candidate 
numbers. If you are to be collected after the test, make sure this 
information is passed on.

do not forget to eat breakfast and, depending on the reporting 
time of your designated centre, you may wish to eat a small snack 
before you go into the test room. you will not be allowed to 
take any food or drink, other than bottled water, into the test 
room.
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rEgISTErIng For uMAT

3.1  Test date and registration deadline
uMAT will be held on Wednesday 30 July 2014

This date is the only opportunity to sit uMAT in 2014.

your completed registration must be received at the uMAT 
office at ACEr no later than 5.00 pm Australian Eastern 
Standard Time (AEST) on Friday 6 June 2014.

late registrations will be accepted up to 5.00 pm AEST Friday 
20 June 2014, on payment of a late fee of $65 in addition to the 
registration fee. The online registration system will close at 5.00 
pm AEST on Friday 20 June 2014. It is not possible to register for 
uMAT2014 after this date.

3.2 Test centres
uMAT will be offered in the following locations:

ACT 
Canberra

New South Wales 
Armidale, dubbo, newcastle, Sydney

Northern Territory 
Alice Springs, darwin

Queensland 
Brisbane, Cairns, gold Coast, Townsville

South Australia 
Adelaide

Tasmania 
hobart, launceston

Victoria 
Bendigo, geelong, Melbourne, Mildura, Sale, Shepparton

Western Australia 
perth

New Zealand 
Auckland, dunedin

Singapore

United Kingdom 
london

United States of America 
Washington dC

When registering online, select the test location most convenient 
to you. you may nominate one centre only.

requests for additional test centre locations cannot be 
accommodated.

you will be advised of your test centre’s address and reporting 
time on your Admission Ticket, issued to registered candidates 
approximately 2 weeks before the test date.

3.3 Registration fees
The uMAT registration fee is $240 (gST inclusive).

If you are eligible for concession, the registration fee is $140. 
please see Section 3.5 Step 3 for more details on the concession 
registration fee.

late registrations will incur payment of an additional fee of $65. 
holders of concession cards will not be exempted from payment 
of the late fee where applicable.

If you wish to sit uMAT outside Australia and new Zealand, an 
overseas testing levy of Au$185 is payable in addition to the 
registration fee. 

3.4 Refund Terms
registration fees for the 2014 test will be refunded on request up 
to 5.00 pm AEST 20 June 2014. An administrative charge of $40 
will be deducted.

After that date the registration fee is non-rEFundABlE. 
ACEr fulfils its commitment to you by reserving a place for you 
(which would otherwise be available to another) in uMAT and 
making all necessary preparations (which need to be completed 
a reasonable time before you sit uMAT) for you to sit the test. 
If for any reason you are unable to participate in uMAT and you 
fail to notify ACEr prior to the above date your registration fee 
will not be refunded.

There is no penalty, other than the loss of your fee, if you register 
for the test but do not sit.

Registering to take UMAT does not constitute an 
application for admission to any university. Refer to the 
back cover of this booklet for university contact details. 
You are strongly advised to obtain a prospectus from any 
university to which you intend to apply. 
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3.5 How to register
Registration is available online only via the UMAT website http://
umat.acer.edu.au. To register you will need a computer with 
internet access and an email address. This email address will be 
used for all communication from the UMAT Office, including 
information on how to access your Admission Ticket and results.

Note: Candidates who provide an email address that 
is hosted by Hotmail or Yahoo are advised that some 
procedures implemented by these providers may result 
in some email messages not being accepted, or being 
flagged as spam. You are advised to use a different email 
service provider for the purposes of UMAT registration, 
or to save umat@acer.edu.au in your address book 
ASAP to ensure emails from the UMAT Office are not 
regarded as junk emails.

To register follow these 6 easy steps:

1    Create an online account

Enter your name, date of birth and email address. The name 
you register with MuST match the name on the identification 
document you will bring to the test. please see page 8 for important 
information about the requirements of suitable forms of Id.

2    Enter your details on the online 
registration form

Follow the instructions on screen. 

The uMAT registration form will ask you to provide information 
that is essential for the processing of your registration, and 
information that may be used for research purposes. Candidate 
confidentiality will be strictly maintained in any research 
undertaken (see use of personal Information). The information 
collected during uMAT registration relates only to your 
registration to take uMAT, and is not related to any subsequent 
application you may make for a university place.

3    Select the appropriate 
Registration Fee

Fee reduction is available to candidates who hold a valid health 
Care Card (hCC) or pensioner Concession Card (pCC)(both 
issued by Centrelink, pictured below), or who are listed as 
dependants on the current hCC or pCC of a parent or guardian.

To be eligible for the Concession registration Fee:

 ▶ your card must be signed by the cardholder; And

 ▶ your card must be valid at the time of registration; And

 ▶ your name must appear on the card and it must match the 

name on the uMAT registration; And

 ▶ you must submit a copy of both sides of the card to the 

uMAT office within 2 weeks of registration or by the 

registration deadline (whichever comes first). See Step 5 for 

further details.

Failure to provide proof of concession on time may result in 
your registration being cancelled.

please note that holders of student cards, Medicare cards, 

private health insurance membership cards and new Zealand 

Community Service cards are noT eligible for concession.

The Concession Fee is not available to candidates taking the test 

outside Australia.

only holders of a valid hCC or pCC are eligible for the 

Concession registration Fee; claims of financial hardship based on 

other criteria cannot be considered.

4    Select your payment method

All payments must be made in Australian dollars.

The preferred method of payment is by credit card. payments 

online may be made by AMEX, diners Club, Mastercard or VISA. 

ACEr uses a security carrier for its online payment functions 

to act as its interface with the banking system. Credit card and 

accompanying personal details are not recorded or stored by 

ACEr but are encrypted at point of capture and transmitted 

directly to the bank. Thus you can be assured this is a safe 

payment method.

If you do not have access to a credit card, and you live:

 ▶ in Australia, you must pay by Australia post money order, 

made payable to ‘ACEr-uMAT’.

 ▶ overseas, you must pay by bank draft in Australian dollars, 

drawn on an Australian bank, and made payable to 

‘ACEr-uMAT’.

please ensure your name is written on the back of your payment. 

The payment must be received within 2 weeks of registration 

or by the registration deadline (whichever comes first) or your 

registration may be cancelled. See Step 5 for further details. 

Personal cheques and cash will not be accepted.

5    Receive your registration confirmation 
email

When you finish your online registration, a registration 

confirmation and checklist will be emailed to your nominated 

account. This will contain your registration details but most 

importantly it will advise you if your registration is complete or 

not. If your registration is incomplete, follow the instructions in 

the email. See Step 6 for further details. 
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6    Complete your registration

If you pay by credit card, And you are not claiming the 
Concession Fee, your registration is complete when you have 
submitted the online form and payment.

In all other cases, your registration is InCoMplETE until 
payment and/or a photocopy of your concession card are 
received at the uMAT office.

To complete your registration you must send your payment 
and/or a photocopy of your concession card within 2 weeks of 
registration or by the registration deadline (whichever comes 
first). please address your correspondence to:

2014 Registrations

UMAT Office 

ACER Private Bag 55 

Camberwell VIC 3124 

Australia 

The uMAT office will not be held responsible for postal delays 
or losses. It is your responsibility to ensure your payment and/or 
proof of concession reaches the uMAT office on time. do not 
entrust it to anyone else to post.

Payment and/or proof of concession received after 5.00 pm 
AEST on Friday 6 June 2014 will incur a late fee. Payment 
and/or proof of concession received after 5.00 pm AEST on 
Friday 20 June 2014 will not be processed and will be returned 
unopened.

do not phone the uMAT office to enquire whether your 
documents have been received. When your payment and/
or proof of concession have been received and processed by 
the uMAT office you will be emailed to confirm that your 
registration is complete.

ACER and the UMAT Consortium reserve the right to 
refuse or cancel a registration in certain circumstances, 
including but without limitation where you are not 
considered to be a bona fide prospective applicant to a 
course for which UMAT is a prerequisite. 

3.6  Applying for Special Testing 
Conditions

If you have a visual, hearing, physical or other impairment that 
might interfere with your ability to take the test in the standard 
manner, you should apply for special testing conditions online via 
your account as soon as possible after registration. 

All such requests must be submitted no later than 20 June 2014 
and must be accompanied by an explanatory letter from a 
registered health practitioner. This letter must be no more than 
one year old.

The documents from you and your practitioner must 
give clear information on your condition as it affects your 
ability to sit UMAT. All reasonable efforts will be made to 
provide appropriate testing conditions for your needs.

uMAT is a multiple-choice test and does not require extended 
handwriting. Therefore, difficulties with writing will not normally 
be seen as grounds for granting of special testing conditions. 

Applications for special testing conditions will be processed 
after the deadline of 20 June 2014 and candidates will be 
notified of the outcome soon after.

There is no possibility of uMAT Scores being adjusted. no other 
special consideration is available. 

3.7 Alternative Test Date
provision has been made for candidates who are prevented 
from attending the test on 30 July 2014, as a result of a genuine 
and unanticipated illness or misadventure, to sit the test on one 
alternative date. This provision exists for cases of demonstrable 
difficulty; it is not available for a candidate who, for example, fails 
to register on time or is suffering from a cold or other minor 
illness on the test day.

In order to be considered for testing on the alternative date 
a candidate must, where possible, apply through your online 
account at least one week before the 30 July 2014 test date, or 
no later than 3 working days after the test date; And 

 ▶ in the case of significant unanticipated illness, provide clear 
and detailed medical justification from a registered health 
professional to the uMAT office. A medical certificate stating 
‘unspecified illness’ or ‘unfit for work/school’ is noT sufficient. 

or

 ▶ in the case of misadventure, provide a statutory declaration or 
other evidence acceptable to the uMAT office outlining the 
circumstances preventing attendance on the main test date.

please note that candidates submitting an application to sit on the 
alternative test are not automatically entitled to approval. Each 
case will be reviewed on its merits and candidates will be notified 
of the outcome within 1 week of receipt of their application.

The Alternative Test date in 2014 will be scheduled 
approximately two weeks after the main test date. This will be 
the only alternative test date available in 2014 and will only be 
available at major centres.

Candidates who are unable to sit the test on 30 July because 
they fail to bring their Admission Ticket, or correct photo 
bearing identification, or who arrive after the doors have 
closed, are not eligible to sit on the Alternative Test Date.
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TEST CEnTrE proCEdurES 
And rEgulATIonS

4.1 Admission Ticket
you will receive your online uMAT Admission Ticket 
approximately two weeks before the test date. This ticket is your 
permission to attend the test centre. you must take a printout 
of it with you on the test day. The Admission Ticket will tell you 
exactly where and at what time to report on the day of the test. 
It will also contain your personal details. please check it carefully 
and contact the uMAT office immediately if there are any errors. 
It is important that your name on the Admission Ticket matches 
the name on your identification document or you will not be 
allowed into the test centre.

your Admission Ticket will be collected at the end of the test, so 
you are advised to save a copy for your own records.

If you have not received your Admission Ticket by 
Wednesday 23 July 2014, you should contact the UMAT 
Office via email.

you will not be allowed to sit uMAT if you do not have your 
Admission Ticket with you. 

The addresses of test centres cannot be released until Admission 
Tickets are issued. 

4.2 Reporting to the Test Centre 
you will be assigned to a test centre in your chosen city/
town. Where multiple sessions are held in one city, you will be 
automatically allocated to a session. Changes between sessions 
are noT permitted.

you must report to the test centre at the time stated on your 
Admission Ticket. Make sure you allow sufficient time to find 
the test centre, allowing for traffic congestion at the larger test 
centres (i.e. most capital cities).The test itself will start as soon 
as pre-testing procedures (checking of Admission Tickets and 
identification) are completed. 

If you report to the test centre after all candidates have been 
admitted to the test room you may not be allowed to enter.  
no latecomers will be admitted once the test has started. 

When you report to the test centre, you must bring your: 

 ▶ uMAT Admission Ticket 

 ▶ photo-bearing identity document 

 ▶ grey-lead pencils (medium soft hB) and eraser 
(pens are not required) 

All other equipment, such as note paper, pencil cases, rulers, 
coloured pencils, scissors, etc. are prohibited and their use will be 
considered an act of cheating. 

you may bring a bottle of drinking water into the test centre with 
you. 

Prohibited Items

The following items will not be permitted in the test 
room:

 ▶ Mobile phones

 ▶ Calculators

 ▶ Stopwatches/watches with stopwatch capabilities

 ▶ Dictionaries

 ▶ Audio or recording devices of any kind

 ▶ Food (unless permission is granted by the UMAT 
Office based on medical reasons)

 ▶ Bags

 ▶ Stationery items other than pencils or erasers

There will be limited facilities for the storage of personal 
belongings at the test centres. You are advised to bring 
only essential items with you as neither the test centre 
nor the UMAT Office can be held responsible for the 
security of your belongings.

4.3 Identification on the test day 
on the day of the test you will be required to show one form of 
photo-bearing identification. 

The photograph must be a recognisable likeness of you as you 
are at the time of sitting the test. A childhood photograph in a 
passport is noT acceptable, nor is a family or group photograph. 

your identification document MuST contain all of the following 
on the onE document (you cannot use 2 documents to make 
up for missing information): 

1 your name; 

2 your date of birth; 

3 a recent photograph (embedded in the card, i.e. not 
laminated); and 

4 your signature. 

Only the documents listed below are acceptable: 

 ▶ Current passport

 ▶ Current driver’s licence or learner’s permit (photo-bearing) 

 ▶ Current (photo-bearing) keypass, proof of Age Card or  
18+ Card

NOTE: Certified letters of identification issued by school, 
employer or other educational institution are no longer 
accepted. If you do not possess a current passport, driver’s 
licence or leaner’s permit it is strongly recommended you 
apply for a Keypass or Proof of Age Card as soon as possible 
after you complete your registration.



UMAT 2014 Undergraduate Medicine and Health Sciences Admission Test 9

IMPORTANT: If you do not present one of the forms of 
identification listed above, or if the identity document you 
present does not bear an easily recognisable photograph 
of you as you look on the test day, or the name on your 
identification does not match the name on your Admission 
Ticket, you will NOT be able to take UMAT and will be 
turned away from the test centre. 

4.4 Penalties for misconduct
Misconduct includes:

 ▶ Attempting to take uMAT in any year prior to the final year 
of secondary schooling;

 ▶ Breach of any of the security arrangements for uMAT;

 ▶ impersonation;

 ▶ attempting to remove a test book or answer sheet or part 
thereof, or any notes, from the test room;

 ▶ failure to follow test supervisor’s instructions at all times;

 ▶ giving or receiving assistance during the test;

 ▶ creating a disturbance;

 ▶ using prohibited aids (e.g. notes, scrap paper, mobile phone, 
audio/recording device etc.);

 ▶ writing, marking or folding your test paper or answer sheet, 
during reading time or after the instruction is given to stop 
writing;

 ▶ copying another candidate’s work;

 ▶ using the test questions, their content or information about 
them for purposes other than your sitting of uMAT is 
prohibited. This includes: publishing the uMAT questions 
or any of their content or information about them on the 
internet, any digital format or otherwise; and/or passing the 
uMAT questions, any of their content or information about 
them to third parties.

 ▶ the giving of false or misleading information;

 ▶ infringement of copyright. Copyright infringement includes: 
performing those acts which only the copyright holders may or 
authorising or allowing a person on the candidate’s behalf to 
infringe ACEr or the uMAT Consortium’s copyright material.

PENALTIES for misconduct include: withholding of your uMAT 
results or disqualification from sitting uMAT for a period or at 
all.

YOU ARE PUT ON NOTICE there is no AppEAl from any 
penalty applied.

4.5 Security
uMAT is a high stakes test. Therefore ACEr, in conjunction with 
the medical schools, has established security procedures which 
will be strictly enforced at all times.

4.6 Infringement of Copyright
uMAT is copyright material. Any infringement of uMAT 
copyright material, in addition to any right at law, will be treated 
as misconduct for the purposes of this Agreement.
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prEpArIng For uMAT

5.1 UMAT Practice Materials 
The purpose of uMAT is to assess your abilities in a range of 
general skills. uMAT measures skills acquired over a period of 
time, including the ability to reason, make logical deductions 
and form judgments. The test does not draw on any particular 
body of knowledge or curriculum. Wide and critical reading may 
provide helpful preparation. Some familiarity with the question 
types typically presented in uMAT is beneficial.

ACEr produces the only official uMAT preparation materials. 
There are currently four uMAT practice materials available online 
from the uMAT website or with your registration: Practice test 1, 
Practice test 2, Practice test 3, and additional Practice Questions.

The preparation materials contain different selections of material 
and are designed to give examples of the types of question, skills 
and knowledge contained in uMAT. Practice test 1, Practice test 
2 and Practice test 3 are each equivalent to a full test and will 
take approximately 3 hours to complete under exam conditions. 
additional Practice Questions is a collection of 61 questions that 
can also be used for additional practice. Answers are given to all 
questions and worked solutions are provided for Practice test 1 
and Practice test 3.

note: Practice test 1 is included with the uMAT2014 registration. 
The preparation materials can only be completed online and are 
not available in pdF format.

neither aCer nor the Umat Consortium conduct preparation 
courses. aCer and the Umat Consortium universities do not 
recommend or endorse any commercially available courses offering 
Umat preparation. nor does aCer or the Consortium have 
knowledge of the content of such courses, or any involvement in their 
development, or any commercial interest in the programs. thus the 
Umat office is unable to comment on their relevance or usefulness. 
It is possible that some commercial preparation courses might 
provide misleading information or advice to candidates. In particular, 
candidates should be wary of advice to spend many hours practising 
on ‘Umat-style’ questions.

5.2  Test-taking strategy on the day of 
the test 

you are advised to work steadily through the test. It is not 
advisable to spend too much time on any one question. read 
through all the alternative answers to a question, even if you think 
the first one is correct, before marking your chosen response. If 
you think you know the answer to a question, mark it, even if you 
are not certain. go on to the next question and come back later 
if you have time. 

please note the following: 

 ▶ All questions have the same value, therefore by attempting 
as many questions as possible you stand the best chance of 
maximising your score. 

 ▶ no marks are deducted for a wrong answer. 

 ▶ If you mark more than one answer to a question it will be 
considered wrong. 

 ▶ Answers should be marked directly onto the answer sheet, 
not in the test book. 

 ▶ you may do rough work in the margins of your test book. 
Scrap paper is not allowed. 

uMAT is in multiple-choice format. you will mark your answers 
by filling in ovals on a machine-readable answer sheet. It is very 
important that you record your answers carefully. record your 
answers by completely filling in the oval with pencil. If you decide 
to change an answer, erase it completely and mark the oval 
corresponding to your new choice. See example ovals below: 

5.3 Example questions
Example questions from each of the three uMAT constructs are 
provided overleaf. 

For further practice you may wish to refer to the official uMAT 
preparation materials. 
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EXAMplE QuESTIonS

Example Questions — Logical Reasoning 
and Problem Solving
Botanists studied a rainforest in nicaragua that had been 
ravaged by Hurricane Joan in 1988. they found that in the 
following ten years the number of tree species had increased by 
at least 200%, and up to 300%, in eight storm-affected plots. 
other plots not affected by the hurricane showed little if any 
such increase. 

1 From this information, it can be concluded that 

A hurricanes play an important role in ensuring the 
long-term survival of tropical rainforests.

B when the dominant trees in an area of tropical 
rainforest are destroyed, other species are given a 
chance to flourish.

C the overall life of a tropical rainforest is increased if 
large areas are occasionally levelled to the ground.

d the productivity of a tropical rainforest will be 
maximised if large areas are occasionally levelled to 
the ground.

Delia goes bushwalking, and afterwards finds that she has 
painful insect bites over most of her body. She is told that both 
esi-oil and Pine-elix are good for easing the pain of these bites. 
to test whether there is any difference, she applies esi-oil to the 
bites on her left side, and Pine-elix to those on her right side. 
the next day, the bites on her left side feel considerably better, 
while those on her right side feel only a little better.

2 Which of the following is consistent with these results?

A Neither product relieves insect bite pain; Esi-oil 
actually delays recovery considerably, and Pine-elix 
delays recovery somewhat less.

B Neither product relieves insect bite pain; Pine-elix 
actually delays recovery considerably and Esi-oil 
delays recovery somewhat less.

C Both products relieve insect bite pain, Pine-elix more 
so than Esi-oil.

d Pine-elix and Esi-oil are equally effective products for 
relieving insect bite pain.

3 Which one of the following modifications would have 
enabled Delia to learn most about the effectiveness of 
the two products in relieving insect bite pain?

A Repeat the original applications.

B Apply the different products randomly to different 
parts of her body.

C After the original applications, apply the same 
products to the opposite sides of the body.

d As well as treating some bites with Esi-oil and some 
with Pine-elix, leave some of the bites untreated.

Example Questions — Understanding People
Bob’s wife, mary, has been in hospital recovering from a heart 
attack. the doctor informs Bob that she is now well enough to 
return home, although she will need to ‘take things easy for a 
while’.

Bob: I’m glad she can come home now doctor, but I’m not 
sure I can look after Mary by myself. We live on our own, 
you know.

Doctor: Bob, it’s natural to feel a little anxious, but the best 
thing for Mary will be to be back in her own environment.

1 In his response, the doctor has 

A not realised that Bob is concerned.

B not really dealt with Bob’s concerns.

C responded to Bob’s concerns effectively.

d made Bob feel bad about being concerned.

2 Following the doctor’s reply, Bob is likely to feel

A relieved.

B empowered.

C embarrassed.

d apprehensive.

In the following passage, an adolescent boy talks about living 
with a physical disability.

As I have been physically disabled all my life, I have managed 
to cope with the purely practical problems arising with a 
minimum of fuss. I felt no loss, because I had no feelings of 
‘normality’ to compare with. one of my physical problems is 
that I am short, about 127 centimetres tall. I was constantly 
mistaken by strangers for a little kid. It’s a real pain for a 
16-year-old boy to be handed a kid’s menu every time he 
enters a restaurant. It is even worse when mere coherent 
speech is greeted with awe. 

3 For the writer, the main problem with his disability is

A the embarrassment of being so short.

B never knowing what it is to be ‘normal’.

C dealing with other people’s preconceptions.

d coping with the practical problems caused by his 
condition.
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Example Questions — Non-verbal Reasoning
1 Arrange the five pictures so that they form a logical 

sequence. Then select the middle picture of the 
sequence and mark the corresponding letter (A, B, C, D 
or E) on the answer sheet.

A B C D E

2 Select the picture that would logically be the next  
in the sequence and mark the corresponding letter  
(A, B, C, D or E) on the answer sheet. 

?

A B C D E

3 Select the picture that would logically complete the 
picture and mark the corresponding letter (A, B, C, D or 
E) on the answer sheet.

?

A B C

D E

Answers

logical reasoning and problem Solving:

   Q1: B

 Q2: B

 Q3: d

understanding people:

   Q1: B

 Q2: d

 Q3: C

non-verbal reasoning:

   Q1: E

 Q2: d

 Q3: B
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uMAT rESulTS

6.1 Release of results 

An online UMAT Statement of Results will be issued to 
every candidate in late September.

under no circumstances will results be released over the 
telephone, by fax or by email. This is to protect candidate 
confidentiality. results for all candidates will be provided to the 
universities for the purpose of selecting applicants for interview. 

6.2 UMAT Scores
you will receive a score for each construct (logical reasoning 
and problem Solving, understanding people, non-verbal 
reasoning), and an overall score. 

you also will be provided with information on your overall 
percentile rank. 

Candidates will not be provided with any additional information 
on the scoring process. All such information remains the property 
of ACEr and the uMAT Consortium. A candidate has no right to 
examination of ACEr’s scoring processes and methodologies. 

The universities will set their own uMAT cut-off scores each 
year. These will be the minimum uMAT scores acceptable for 
consideration by the admissions committees and may vary from 
one university to another. The universities may also choose to 
use the scores in other ways. 

Important: uMAT scores can be used for admission to any 
of the uMAT Consortium universities only in the year 
following the test. For example, results from uMAT2014 
can be used for undergraduate medicine or health science 
courses beginning in 2015 but noT 2016. Do not 
register for UMAT2014 unless you are planning to apply 
for a course commencing in 2015 AND you meet the 
eligibility criteria specified on page 3.

6.3 Appeals/Requests for re-mark 
The uMAT office will not enter into appeals against uMAT 
results. nor is it possible to give any special consideration for 
impaired performance on the day of the test caused by illness or 
other unexpected personal situations. 

There is no possibility of special consideration being applied to 
test results by ACEr or by university Admissions Committees. 
under no circumstances will scores be adjusted to account for 
any perceived disadvantage. 

If you have a complaint relating to the test centre or the 
conduct of the test, this should be reported to the supervisor 
on the day, or in writing to the uMAT office within seven 
days of the test administration. 

Candidates are advised that uMAT results are released only after 
careful calculation and extensive checking. Errors in scoring are 
highly unlikely. 

however, following receipt of the uMAT Statement of results a 
candidate may apply for a re-mark of his or her answer sheet if 
they believe an error may have been made. 

A re-mark involves individual re-scoring of the answer sheet. 
The resulting scores will then be compared with the computer-
generated scores to check that there has been no error in 
calculating or collating marks. 

requests for re-mark must be made through your online 
account no later than Friday 17 october 2014. A fee of $85 
(gST inclusive) is payable for this service (only Australia post 
money order, International Bank drafts or credit card payments 
are acceptable). In the unlikely case of a scoring error being 
found, the re-mark fee would be refunded.

 ▶ All re-marks will be processed after the deadline of 
17 october 2014. 

 ▶ re-mark results cannot be released to candidates 
in time for selecting university preferences. 
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unIVErSITy 
SElECTIon 
CrITErIA 
Information relating to selection procedures for 2015 admission 
to the courses offered by each of the uMAT Consortium 
universities should be obtained by contacting the universities 
directly (see contact details on back cover of this booklet). 

you are strongly advised to obtain a prospectus from each 
university in which you have an interest, and to consult the 
university websites. 

uMAT will be used (by participating universities in Australia) in 
the selection process for applicants who are Australian citizens/ 
permanent residents or new Zealand citizens. It may also be 
required for other categories of applicants. 

you MuST keep a record of your uMAT Id number as this must 
be quoted on all applications for university admission. 

In addition to the standard quota places, each of the 
participating universities in Australia offers a small 
number of places in medicine made available by the 
Commonwealth through the Medical Rural Bonded 
Scholarship Scheme. 

Details may be obtained by contacting the  
Department of Health and Ageing: 

Freecall: 1800 248 720 

Email: MRBscholarships@health.gov.au 

Internet: www.health.gov.au/mrbscholarships 

uMAT ChECklIST 
And TIMElInE

Registration Steps
 Fill in registration form by deadline

 pay online or send payment

 Send proof of concession if applicable

 receive completed registration confirmation via email

After Registration
 keep your uMAT Id safe 

 get your Id ready

  Save the uMAT office email address in your email 
contacts list: umat@acer.edu.au

 Check your email and the uMAT website regularly

2 weeks before the test
 download and print your Admission Ticket 

 plan how you will get to the Test Centre

On the day of the test
 Bring your Admission Ticket

 Bring your Id

 Bring pencil, eraser and a bottle of water

 don’t be late

Late September
 View your results online
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lEgAl noTICE
1 This booklet (as well as being an information source) is a 

LEGAL AGREEMENT (“the Agreement”) between you and 
the Australian Council for Educational research lTd (ABn 19 
004 398 145);

2 By completing the registration form for uMAT located at 
www.umat.acer.edu.au you are entering into a legal agreement 
with the Australian Council for Educational research ltd 
(ABn 19 004 398 145);

3 The TERMS AND CONDITIONS you agree to are contained 
in this booklet;

4 Therefore, please read and understand this Agreement 
carefully as this Agreement governs amongst other things: your 
sitting of the uMAT, payment of the registration fee, refunds 
and release of your results

5 Further terms and conditions of the Agreement reached 
between you and ACEr are as follows:

A Disclaimer 
Australian Consumer law may imply statutory conditions 
such as warranties, conditions or guarantees or impose 
obligations which cannot be excluded, restricted or 
modified.  This Agreement must be read subject to those 
statutory conditions. 
To the extent permitted by law ACEr excludes all 
warranties. 
 
ACEr provides no WArrAnTy or 
rEprESEnTATIon that:

a Completion of the uMAT registration form and/
or payment of the registration fee guarantees you  
a place in uMAT 2014 (which remains in the sole 
discretion of ACEr);

b your participation in uMAT 2014 ensures you  a 
placement with an educational institution; or

c you will be provided with your uMAT 2014 results 
except with your strict adherence to the terms and 
conditions contained in this booklet.

B Limitation 
ACEr’s liability for any breach of warranties, conditions or 
guarantees under consumer protection legislation (including 
the Australian Consumer law) shall be limited to one or 
more of the following: (a) if the breach relates to goods: the 
replacement of the goods or resupply of equivalent goods; 
the repair of such goods; the cost of replacing the goods or 
of acquiring equivalent goods; and (b) if the breach relates 
to services: the supplying of the services again or the cost 
of having the services supplied again.  you acknowledge 
and agree that reliance by ACEr on this limitation of 
liability is fair and reasonable in all the circumstances. 
For the avoidance of doubt, nothing in this Agreement 
excludes, restricts or modifies such non-excludable rights 
and all preceding provisions are to be read subject to the 
provisions of the consumer protection legislation (including 
the Australian Consumer law) if applicable. 

C Consequential loss 
Subject to clause 5 B, except where you are a Consumer 
under the Australian Consumer law and ACEr is liable 
pursuant to the Australian Consumer law, ACEr is not liable 
to you for loss (including without limitation, indirect, special 
or consequential loss including, without limitation, loss of 
contract, loss of profit or income, anticipated savings, lost 
opportunity or exemplary or punitive damages) or damage 
whether put on notice or not of any kind suffered or 
incurred by you arising from or in connection with any act or 
omission of  ACEr, including without limitation the provision 
of any goods or services or in relation to this Agreement. 

d No appeal 
There is no appeal in respect of your uMAT results or any 
penalty applied for misconduct under this Agreement.

6 prIVACy, pErSonAl InForMATIon and SEnSITIVE dATA: 
By completing the uMAT registration form you consent to 
use of your personal information and sensitive data:

A Being used for purposes connected with your uMAT 
registration;

B Being disclosed to the uMAT Consortium and other 
persons or bodies connected with uMAT for uMAT 
related purposes;

C Being used for research purposes and disclosed to relevant 
research bodies. 
All information collected will be treated as confidential and 
used only in de-identified form for research purposes. you 
are assured that the provisions of all applicable legislation 
will be strictly adhered to. Candidates are given an 
assurance that any use of their registration and test records 
will be treated with the utmost confidentiality. Candidate 
names will be separated from data in all cases. please see 
the ACEr privacy policy at www.acer.edu.au/about/acer-
privacy-policy.

d By completing the uMAT registration form you have 
agreed to the terms and conditions contained in this 
booklet.

http://www.acer.edu.au/about/acer-privacy-policy
http://www.acer.edu.au/about/acer-privacy-policy


ConTACT dETAIlS
THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE
Faculty of Health Sciences
ph: 08 8313 5336

Fax: 08 8313 3788

Email: health.sciences@adelaide.edu.au

Web: www.health.adelaide.edu.au

FLINDERS UNIVERSITY
Admissions / Prospective Students Office
ph: 08 8201 3074 or 1300 657 671

(local call cost within Australia)

Fax: 08 8201 2580

Email: admissions@flinders.edu.au

Web: http://flinders.edu.au/courses/undergrad/
bclsmd/bclsmd_home.cfm

School of Medicine
Web: www.flinders.edu.au/medicine/

CHARLES DARWIN UNIVERSITY
CDU Information Centre
ph: 1800 061 963

Email: student.admin@cdu.edu.au

Web: www.cdu.edu.au/

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEWCASTLE
UoN Enquiries
ph: 02 4921 5000

Enquire online: www.newcastle.edu.au/askuon

Web: www.newcastle.edu.au/jmp

UNIVERSITY OF NEW 
ENGLAND
Future Students Team
ph: 1800 818 865

Email: askune@une.edu.au

online Enquiry: www.une.edu.au/askune

Web: www.une.edu.au/jmp

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN 
SYDNEY
School of Medicine
ph: 02 9852 4632

Fax: 02 9852 4700

Email: medstudent@uws.edu.au

Web: www.uws.edu.au/medicine

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW 
SOUTH WALES
UNSW Medicine
ph: 02 9385 8765

Fax: 02 9385 0485

Email: medicine.info@unsw.edu.au

Web: www.med.unsw.edu.au

School of Optometry
ph: 02 9385 4639

Fax: 02 9313 6243

Email: optometry@unsw.edu.au

Web: www.optom.unsw.edu.au

BOND UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Health Sciences and Medicine
Domestic Enquiries
office of Admissions

Toll-free: 1800 074 074 (from within Australia)

ph: +61 7 5595 1024 (from outside Australia)

Email: mbbs@bond.edu.au

Web: www.bond.edu.au/hsm/medicine

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
QUEENSLAND
Admissions Information
uQ Admissions

ph: 07 3365 2203

Email: Admissionsenquiries@uq.edu.au

Program Information
School of Medicine

ph: 07 3346 4780

Email: enquiries@som.uq.edu.au 

Web: www.som.uq.edu.au 

School of dentistry

ph: 07 3365 8022

Email: dentistry@uq.edu.au 

Web: www.dentistry.uq.edu.au

MONASH UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health 
Sciences
ph: 03 9905 4301

Fax: 03 9905 4302

Email: enquiries@med.monash.edu.au

Web: www.med.monash.edu.au

LA TROBE UNIVERSITY
School of Dentistry and Oral Health
ph: 03 5444 7411

Fax: 03 5444 7977

Email: bendigo.healthsciences@latrobe.edu.au

Web: www.latrobe.edu.au/health

THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA
Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health 
Sciences
ph: 08 6488 8500

Fax: 08 6488 4848

Email: meddentadmissions@.uwa.edu.au

Web: www.meddent.uwa.edu.au/admissions

UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA
School of Medicine
ph: 03 6226 4757

Fax: 03 6226 4816

Email: admin@med.utas.edu.au 

Web: www.utas.edu.au/healthsci

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
AUCKLAND
Faculty of Medical and Health Sciences
ph: 0800 616 263 
or outside nZ +64 9 923 4888

Fax: +64 9 308 2380

Email: fmhs@auckland.ac.nz

Web: www.fmhs.auckland.ac.nz/medicine

UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO
Division of Health Sciences
ph: (+64 3) 479 7428

Fax: (+64 3) 479 5058

Email: health-sciences@otago.ac.nz

Web: www.otago.ac.nz/healthsciences

uMAT is owned by the uMAT Consortium universities and is used under licence by ACEr

UMAT OFFICE AT ACER
private Bag 55 
Camberwell VIC 3124 
AuSTrAlIA

Email:  umat@acer.edu.au 
phone:  (03) 8508 7643 
International: (+61 3) 8508 7643 
Web:  http://umat.acer.edu.au


